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A Word From Our Executive Director 
Dear Residents: 
   I can’t believe it 
has been a year since 
I took over the chal-
lenge of Executive 
Director for the 
Housing Authority. I 
have been here al-
most 16 years now & 
have gone through 
every office position 
and I must say that 
this one has been the 
most challenging. In 
my last position I 
was responsible for 
the accounting side 
of the agency and 
now I am responsible 
for it all.  
   I know that since 
taking on this posi-
tion it has been a real 
challenge to get out 
from behind my desk 
and out into the 
neighborhood. I am 
hoping that in April 
there will be some 
positive changes in 
the office that will 
allow me to do just 
that.  
   In this months 
newsletter you will 
notice that Tammie 
m e n t i o n s  t h e 

“Springin’ Into Your 
N e i g h b o r h o o d ” 
event. I know you are 
used to seeing the 
maintenance and 
Patty out in the 
neighborhood but the 
rest of the staff 
would like to get to 
know you also. The 
rest of the office staff 
and myself will be at 
this event in each 
area and hope that 
you will all join us 
for some snacks and 
some good company. 
Lets all get to know 
one another. 
   Things are really 
busy right now for 
everyone here at the 
office. Patty has fin-
ished 80 of the 198 
re-exams that she has 
to have done by the 
end of May. Trisha 
Zapata will be back 
in the office staring 
April 6th and we are 
so ready to have her 
back. 
   We had a bid open-
ing on March 26th to 
finish the gutters and 
siding from last 
Aprils storm. The 

contract will be 
signed on April 7th 
and hopefully work 
will commence soon 
after that. The con-
tractor will have 120 
days to complete the 
work. I do want to 
apologize for the 
time it has taken us 
to get all of the storm 
damage repairs com-
pleted and I thank 
you for your patience 
during this whole 
process. It is hard 
when you can’t con-
trol all of the aspects 
of this process but 
hopefully we are on 
the down hill side. 
   As I am sure you 
have all heard the 
VBHA received 
$369,744 from the 
American Recovery 
& Reinvestment Act 
and will be using 
these funds to do 
some HVAC Duct 
work & to rehab the 
bathrooms in the eld-
erly units down by 
the police depart & 
across the street from 
the office. There will 
be a bid opening on 

April 21st for the 
HVAC Duct work in 
the family units here 
by the office & to 
r e p l a c e  s o m e 
Wooden Support 
Columns in the Mul-
berry Street & Circle 
areas. Please watch 
for notices about this 
work & when the 
contractors will be in 
your area. We hope 
to see plans for the 
bathroom rehabs 
within the next cou-
ple of weeks. We 
will have 12 months 
to get the entire 
$369,744 obligated 
but hope to have con-
tracts for the work 
items signed within 
the next month.   
   We are working on 
the 5-Year Plan for 
the Housing Author-
ity and I appreciate 
those of you who 
came by the Public 
Hearing and voiced 
your opinion on what 
you would like to see 
improved on here in 
our neighborhood.  
We got some good 
suggestions and we 

will be including 
them in the plan. 
Again, thanks for 
taking time to come 
out and voicing your 
opinion.  
   Easter in on April 
12th and I would like 
to leave you with a 
few scriptures: Luke 
23:34 says “Then 
said J� ’sus, Father, 
forgive them; for 
they know not what 
to do”. Mark 16:5-6 
says “ And entering 
into the sepulcher, 
they saw a young 
man sitting on the 
right side, clothed in 
a long white gar-
ment; and they were 
affrighted.” “And he 
said unto them, Be 
not affrighted: Ye 
seek  J� ’sus of 
N� z’a-r� th, which 
was crucified: HE IS 
RISEN; he is not 
here, behold the 
place where they laid 
him. 
Sincerely,  
Patricia Free 

A Word From Our Housing Manager 
    I have started the 
annual re-exams to 
be done in March for 
May 2009. I had 80 
for March and now I 
will do 80 for April. I 
have signed my name 
800 times on these 
re-exams. Now all I 

ask of you is to come 
sign your name 10 
times. If you have 
received a letter stat-
ing your re-exam is 
done please come to 
the office as soon as 
possible so we can 
get these files put 

away. I  appreciate 
your patience while I 
was busy with these 
re-exams. 
   I hope all of you 
had a good spring 
break. Looks like 
Tammie had a few 
things for your chil-

dren to do. I had all 
my grandchildren at 
my house during the 
break. All 8 of them. 
They range from 14 
years down to 5. 
What a fun time. I 
was really tired by 
the time they all left. 

   

Have a very blessed 
April and I will be 
talking to you next 
month.      
Sincerely, 
Patty Pottridge  
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     Adult residents who reside at Van Buren 
Housing Authority are required to perform 
community service, as set forth by a Congres-
sional Mandate.  The Van Buren Housing Au-
thority adopted the resolution on September 
21, 1999, which is part of the Quality Housing 
and Work Responsibility Act of 1998. 
     Adults are defined as those 18 and older 
and exemptions to the community service re-
quirement are only made if the individual is 
disabled, is over 62 years of age, works 30 
hours or more per week, or is a full-time stu-

dent.  Documentation is required to become 
exempt and an individual can be exempt and 
then go back on community service, if their 
situation warrants it. 
     Community service hours can be per-
formed with a certified non-profit organiza-
tion within the state, and cannot be done for 
an individual or for a profit business.  A list of 
potential places where community service can 
be performed is available at the main office or 
at the community center. 
     Non-compliance is grounds for eviction 

and every adult member must be in compli-
ance BEFORE a new lease can be signed.  
Re-certifications occur every March, April, 
and May.  A certificate of community service 
compliance is issued if hours are current and 
are not delinquent.   
     If you are in need of community service 
hours, please contact Tammie at 471-0438 
and make arrangements to bring your hours 
current. We always need help at the Commu-
nity Center, or you can find you a place to 
serve.  

WARNING: Are You Current On Your Community Service Hours?  
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                                              Tuesday, May 26th @ 6:00 PM  
Official Rules: 
1. The Child or grandchild must be between 0 months to 3 years old in order to participate 

in the cutest baby contest as of the date of contest Tuesday, May 26th. Send us a digital 
photo of your child to tlocklear@vbha.org it can not be a professional photo, or bring in 
a 4 × 6 photo. The photo must be taken in the past month.  

2. If you do not have a digital camera. You can make an appointment to bring your child to 
the Community Center and we will take a picture for you. You will see the picture to 
make sure it the perfect one.  

3. Photos must be submitted by a parent, grandparent or guardian. Along with photo of 
child, the following information is needed. Name of child and birthday, name of parents, 
phone number to reach you at and an address. You will have to sign a waiver stating that 
all information is correct and the child is yours. All information will be kept confiden-
tial.  

4. The winners will be published in the VBHA Community Newsletter and the local news-
papers. The pictures will also be posted at the community center and the main office. 

5. There will be two 1st place, two 2nd place and two 3rd place winning categories. Of 
course, the cutest baby and also who had the most ticket sales. The tickets will sell 
for .25¢ each, and you can get yours at the center. There is a $2.00 entry fee, but if you 
sell $5.00 worth of tickets the fee will be waived and all money raised will count to-
wards your child’s ticket sells.   

6. For cutest baby  The 1st place winner will receive a free sitting fee and a 5 × 7 from 
Bedford’s Camera and Video & gift certificate from Alice and Wonderland  2nd place 
will get $10.00 Gift Certificate  3rd place  will get $5.00 gift Certificate For most Ticket 
sells 1st place will get $20 gift certificate 2nd place will get $10.00 Gift Certificate  and 
3rd place will get $5.00 gift certificate 

7. We will print you a copy of your cutest baby for you to have a keepsake. We will also 
take a lot of photos during the contest that will also be put into our newspaper. 

8. There will be a cover charge at the door for everyone attending the contest on Tuesday, 
May 26th @ 6:00 pm except for the contestant and the parents and siblings. All other 
family and friends will have to pay $1.00 to get in.  

9. The Judges are from Bedford Camera & Video, Alice and Wonderland, and the third is a 
secret.   

 
Resident Council is putting 

some FUN In Fundraiser! We 
have a fundraiser going on until 

the end of April. 
 

 
    for .25¢ I will tell you what 

the letter’s below mean. 
 
 
  + .25¢ = Answer 
 
 

W. A. R. M. F. R. C 

Resident Council is selling raffle tickets 
for a  Spring Pamper Yourself gift bas-
ket. Tickets are on sale for .50¢ each. 

Drawing will be held April 30th at noon! 
Come to the Center to see it and get your 

tickets!!!  



Van Buren Housing Community News-April, 2009                                                                                                                                    Page 3 

Mark Your Calendars …     
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Tammie & Jackie talking with Gary 
Smallwood & William Jarrard from Ameri-
can Legion # 62 in Van Buren about the gar-
den.  
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CERT– Certified Emergency Response Team 

Pictured 1st: Cheryl Winnberry & Mr. Newman putting out a fire; Second: Stephen Locklear, Jim Gist, Eric Rice, Mr. Newman, & Joshua Moore Learn-
ing how to do Cribbing; Next: Stephen, bandaging Eric after a disaster, Jackie sitting with her leg in a splint while Cheryl overlooks the triage station; 
Last: Stephen, Eric and Jim strap Tammie down on a back board so life flight can take her to the hospital. 

Interested?? If we can get 20 people to sign up, CERT will start another class after this one.  
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April 1st  
April Allgeier  

 
April 2nd  

Kori Wilkinson  
Jesse Pottridge  
Patricia Zapata  

 
April 3rd  

Firial Zubeidat  
  

April 4th  
Gavin Morris 
Ismael Vital 

 
April 5th  

Jackie Riley  
 

April 8th  
Kenneth McDaniel  

 

April 9th  
Gwendean Rogers 

 
April 12th  

Christopher Sheen 
 

April 13th  
Rachell Ferreira 
Landon Munn 

Sadie VanNostrand  
 

April 14th  
Bryson Fuller  
Daniel Lopez 

 
April 15th  

Gracelynne Wise 
 

April 17th  
Ruby Partain 

Caydence Robbins  
 

April 19th  
Mary Allen 
Eddie Scott 

Mathew Sheen 
 
 

April 20th  
Jennifer Kasprytzki 

 
April 21st 

Annett Hunter 
Timothy Riggs 

 
April 22nd  

Nancy Smith 
 

April 23rd  
Ethan Carr  

Christina Happy 
Jasmine Ramirez  

 
April 24th  

Janet Marion 
Christina Cox  

 
April 27th  

James Lestage 
Zachary Litchford 

 
April 28th  

Jimmy Hamilton 
Jeffery Teague 
Phillip Wise 

 

April 30th  
Brittany Graham 
Karolyn Halpain 

 
 

Happiest of birthdays to 
each of our  
residents! 

 
Go to 

www.famousbirthdays.com 
to see what famous person 
shares your birthday, a very 

interesting website!!!! 
If you don’t have a          

computer at home, come to 
the  community center        

to use one in our computer 
lab. 

Happy Birthday to You, Happy Birthday to You, Happy Birthday Dear... 

FREE Hair Cuts 
We had free hair cuts at the Community Center March 24th and started out with only 1 hair 

stylist (Francis Small) and then we had two residents (Norma Burcham & Kristi Paplow) and 
Angelin Gasca step up to cut hair. Thank You, with your help we were able to do about 32 

hair cuts! If you were not able to get a hair cut please come to the next one. 
Our next free hair cut is set up for April 21, 6-8 PM. 
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4-H County Camp 
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Contact Tammie 
for more informa-
tion on getting 
your GED at the 
Center. 
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1 
All grade’s        
homework help        
3:45-4:45 

2 

Food Giveaway 10-12 

After school fun 
3:30-4 
 

3 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 
 
 

4 

5 
 
 
 

6 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
Computer Class 3-4 
ESL class 4-5 
Dig-N-It 3:30 
�
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7 
Adult Ed. Will be here 1 
For GED, ESL, Career 
Readiness Certificate 
Program, Parents as 
Teachers and computer 
classes 

8 
All grade’s        
homework help        
3:45-4:45 

9 
Food Giveaway 10-12 

 

 
After school fun 
3:30-4 

10 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 
 

Easter Egg Hunt    
@ 11 

 

11   
Single Parent Outreach Ser-
vices –Free haircuts, paper 
goods, oil and filter change,   
Open 9-12.  Call 441-9767.  
Located at 1024 North 32nd 
Street, FS  
 
 

12 13 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
Computer Class 3-4 
ESL class 4-5 

Dig-N-It 3:30 
CERT Training 6-9 

14 
������	�����	����������	�����	����������	�����	����������	�����	����
�����	����������	����������	����������	�����  

15 
All grade’s        
homework help        
3:45-4:45 

16 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
 
 
After school fun 
3:30-4 

17 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 
 
 

 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
Food giveaway 10-12 
Computer Class 3-4 
ESL class 4-5 

Dig-N-It 3:30 

CERT Training 6-9 

21 

Free Hair Cuts 6-8 

 

22 

 
 
activity @ 3:30 

23 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
 

24 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 

 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
Food giveaway 10-12 
Computer Class 3-4 
ESL class 4-5 
Dig-N-It 3:30 

CERT Training 6-9 

 

28 29 

All grade’s  
homework help        
3:45-4:45 
 
 

30 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
 
After school fun  
3:30-4 
 
Drawing for spring 
basket noon 

1 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 

2 

3 

 

4 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
Computer Class 3-4 
ESL class 4-5 
 
Dig-N-It 3:30 

5 
 

6 

All grades      
homework help 
3:45-4:45 

7 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
After school fun 
3:30-4 

8 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 
 

 

 

9 
Single Parent Outreach Ser-
vices –Free haircuts, paper 
goods, oil and filter change,   
Open 9-12.  Call 441-9767.  
Located at 1024 North 32nd 
Street, FS  
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Let’s Get Crafty And Help the Earth with Earth Day Crafts…. 

   Even Your Pets can 
GO GREEN for Earth 
Day! Recycle an empty 
laundry bottle into a 
scooper for your pet 
food. What you’ll need: 
• p l a c t i c  l a u n d r y 
bottle •felt in your 
favorite colors •white 
glue •scissors or sharp 
knife • felt alphabet 
stickers 
How to make it: 

1. Have a grown up cut the top of the laun-
dry bottle off, leaving the handle in tact. 

2. Remove the packaging labels and clean 
the outside to remove any residue.  

3. Wash the inside thoroughly, making sure 
all  the soap residue has been removed. A 
good rinse with hot water will ensure all 
soap is gone. 

4. If using felt alphabet stickers, stick them 
to the front of the bottle, spelling out your 
pet’s name. If you don’t have the felt 
stickers you can cut the letters out of felt 
or construction paper and simply glue 

them to the bottle. 
5. Cut out fun shapes such as bones, biscuits 

and paw prints & glue them all over the 
bottle. 

6. Let dry completely before using. 
Another great craft for the bottle is to decorate 
it for someone you love and they can use it in 
the laundry room as a small trashcan to put 
the lint out of the dryer into.  
Lets not forget about the top you cut out. 
Clean it up and use it as a flower bouquet 
holder. 

   Don’t throw away your kids’ old cereal 
boxes– turn them into attractive magazine 
holders with this handy craft 
What you’ll need: •empty cereal 
box  •scissors •white acrylic paint or 
construction paper •glue   
How to make it: 
1. Cut off top of ceral box. Halfway across 

top of box, cut a 45° angle 
down the front of your 
magazine holder, cut straight 
across then back up the other 
side at the same angle. 
2. If using  paint you’ll need 
to lightly sand the outside of 
the box so that the paint will 

stick beter. If using paper to cover the box 
then tape or glue it to the box.  

3. Take a 10 minute break and decide how 
you want to decorate your magazine 
holder then get busy. You can glue stuff 
on to it or you can draw a cool design and 
color it. Use your imagination. The sky is 
the limit. 

ATTENTION: Every kiddo’ (no age limit) that makes a craft from below and brings it to the center before April 22nd at noon will get a surprise 
and have their name put into a drawing for $5.00. 

Faux Stained Glass 

Pet Food Scoop  

Magazine Holder  

   Dragonfly Window Decal, but you can use 
any pattern to make anything… You will need 
the following craft supplies: •white glue •food 
coloring •pewter fabric paint or a 
marker •printed dragonfly pattern  •glass from 
an old picture frame  •plastic or disposale 
cups •popscicle sticks 
How to make it: 
1. Print out a picture the size you want your 

dragonfly.  
2. Put the printed pattern on the table, then 

place the picture glass on top of it. Trace 
the pattern with pewter fabric paint or a 
marker and let dry. 

3. Put about a tablespoon of white glue in a 

disposable cup and add a drop or two of 
food coloring, mix well with a popcicle 
stick. Don’t overdo the food coloring 
because you want the glue part of the 
mixture to dry clear, leaving behind a 
color similar to stained glass.  

4. Make pots of other colors in the same 
way, mixing the food coloring if necessary 
to obtain different shades i.e. blue and red 
for a mauve color, or red and yellow for 
orange. 

5. Using a popcicle stick, spread the glue 
coloring in a thick layer, almost as thick as 
your outlines, filing the space of your 
design with different colors. If the area is 

tiny, use a thoothpick 
to spread the glue 
mixture. 
6. Let the dragonfly 
(or your design 
choice) dry overnight 
on the glass. When it 
is sufficiently dry, 

slowly and carefully peel the the window 
decal off the glass. Now you can stick it 
easily to a house window, car window, 
mirror or almost anything made of glass. 
When you want to change the look, just 
peel it of and make a new one. Enjoy!     

Dryer Sheet Flowers 
   You can recycle used dryer 
sheets or use new ones for 
stronger scents. What  you will 
need: •dryer sheets •craft 
p a i n t   • g r e e n  p i p e 
cleaners •perfume •vase or jar 
How to make it: 
1. Take 2 or 3 dryer sheets and fold them 

length wise in an accordion (in & out), 
using about ½ to 1 inch strips. 

2. Fold in half and slip the top of the pipe 
cleaner through, then twist the pipe 
cleaner tightly. The rest of the pipe cleaner 
becomes the flower stem. 

3. Here’s the fun part: pull the layers apart 
and watch a flower appear. Add a few 

drops of perfume if your dryer sheets have 
no smell. 

4. Place a dollop of paint on a clean meat 
tray, and add some water. Gently brush 
the top edges of the flower. Repeat the 
painting in different colors. Add them to a 
vase and your done. 
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Caught On Film At VBHA…..Residents And Special Visitors………. 

Top Left and Middle: Spring Break brought children to the computer lab; Last Picture: Children enjoy Free Popcorn and a Movie; Bottom Left: Jenna and her assistant from 
the Fort Smith Police Department 911 center, talked to the children about the basics of 911; Middle: Children gather around to talk about the plans for our garden; Last: The 
bees have swarmed. If you see a swarm let Tammie at the center know so that we can get it taken care of. 

Bottom Left: Resident Council Meeting; Next: A Leprechaun (Tammy Lenik) made a surprise visit to Marches RC Meeting; Lara Easter signing people in for free               
hair cuts; Last Picture: Lisa Wise Playing Peek A Boo.    Resident Council says let’s Git-R-Done together! 
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Now taking applications…..      City of Van Buren 
Housing Authority 

1701 Chestnut Street, Van  Buren, Arkansas 72956 
Phone:  479-474-6901   

FAX 479-474-7084 
www.vbha.org   

Email:  vbha@vbha.org 
1, 2, 3, and 4 bedroom units  

 
· All units have central heating and air conditioning 
· Elderly and family units 
· Community center available for resident use 
· Washer and dryer connections in all units 
· Nearby to shopping, hospital, and downtown area 
· Resident programs include, GED classes, food giveaway, homework help, 
    social clubs, weekly bingo, ESL classes, and computer lab. 
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Who can we help? Anyone that has low to moderate income (generally, $43,000 and below). If your return is complex, you 
may have to make an appointment at a different office.  
 
Site Name: Van Buren Housing Authority Community Center                                                           
Location: 218 South 17th Street    
 
At This Time By Appointment Only 471-0438 
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   Spring is finally here! It 
is time to get that Spring 
Cleaning underway, and 
we want to help. We will 
be doing our Git-Rid Of It 
on Monday, April 13th. 
For those of you new to us 

this is when we provide 
free trash haul off for our 
residents. We will pick up 
any furniture, appliances, 
toys, ect…, that you need 
to get rid of. All of the 
items you need hauled 

away need to be out at the 
curb by 2:00 PM. Also, 
remember to get those 
Lawn Care Agreements 
turned in. We want to be 
the envy of the town with 
our beautiful lawns. If you 

have any questions please 
feel free to call the office. 
Thanks,  
Maintenance Staff  

VBHA’s Spring Git-Rid Of It Day…  


