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A Word From Our Executive Director 
Dear Residents: 
    Well summer va-
cation is ending soon 
and the neighborhood  
will once again be 
filled with the sounds 
of squeaking school 
buses and children 
whining about having 
to go back to school. 
I would like to en-
courage all of you 
parents to really work 
with your children 
and help them suc-
ceed this year with 
their grades. Remind 
them that they will 
only succeed in life if 
they apply them-
selves now in school 
and about the money 
they could receive for 
their good grades. 
”Good Luck Kids”. 
    With this HOT 
weather the office 
has been swarmed 
with calls about the 
air conditioners and it 
doesn’t look like  it’s 

going to let up any 
time soon. As you all 
know the mainte-
nance department is 
doing all they can to 
keep the A/C units 
running properly and 
wanted me to remind 
everyone that when 
it’s over 90° outside, 
your air conditioner 
will only keep your 
unit at the most 20°  
cooler than it is out-
side. This means that 
if its 100° outside 
and its 80° in your 
apartment your doing 
good. 
      There are some 
things you can do to 
help. You can dust 
your return air vents 
and make sure that 
when you sweep Do 
NOT sweep the dust 
into the vent, this 
only causes you’re 
filters to get dirty and 
the a-coil (which is 
what keeps the air 

cold) to stop up. 
Also, for those of you 
who do the upkeep 
on your yard make 
sure that you do not 
blow grass towards 
the unit as this will 
also cause the a-coil 
to clog.  
      Be sure to thank 
Tammie for all her 
hard work this 
summer. This was 
her first year to plan 
events for the 
children and looking 
back it seems the 
kids really had a 
great time. The 
Summer Science 
class went well and 
the bugs were well… 
GROSS, but the kids 
really seemed to 
enjoy it. A special 
thank you to the 
science ladies, Ms. 
Jackie, Gema and all 
the volunteers that 
helped out this 
summer. There isn’t 

enough space so I 
c a n ’ t  m e n t i o n 
everything but my 
hat goes off to you all 
for a fun summer. Oh 
and I am so looking 
forward to seeing the 
“Pumpkin Patch”.      
      Just a reminder to 
e v e r y o n e  t h a t 
Tammie can only 
plan activities that 
you as parents are 
willing to help out at. 
They will only be 
successful if you all 
volunteer. The staff 
and I are looking for-
ward to the upcoming 
“Back To School 
Party” which is going 
to be a Baseball 
game and a lot of fun 
stuff afterwards. 
Again, this event can 
only be successful if 
you everyone pitches 
in and helps so go see 
Tammie and sign up. 
      We will have a 
bid opening on the 

19th for new roofs 
and the work will 
begin soon after that. 
We will be replacing 
some roofs, gutters, 
siding and some ceil-
ings in different ar-
eas. The only area 
not affected by the 
storm was out on 
43rd, 44th and Laura 
Lane. Once the reno-
vation starts please 
be patient with the 
workers and try and 
keep children away 
from the area’s where  
they are working. We 
all know its hot out-
side so we might 
want to show our fel-
low man a little kind-
ness and offer them a 
cold glass of water or 
lemonade. 
Sincerely,  
Patricia Free 

   Van Buren schools 
welcome all students 
living within the 
boundaries of the 
VBSD. The entrance 
age for students at 
VBSD is in accor-
dance with the Ar-
kansas state law that 
requires that children 
be five years of age 
on or before Septem-
ber 15th to enter kin-
dergarten. 
   To register a child 

for kindergarten, the 
parent or guardian, 
must present to the 
principal or other 
school official the 
child’s Social Secu-
rity number and an 
official copy of the 
child’s Birth Certifi-
cate; or previous 
school records. 
   No child will be 
admitted into VBSD 
without proof that the 
child meets all health 

requirements pro-
vided by state law. 
Therefore, proof of a 
physical exam is re-
quired at time of reg-
istration. In accor-
dance with state law; 
the General Assem-
bly of Arkansas re-
quires that all chil-
dren must be immu-
nized from Polio-
myelitis, Tetanus, 
Diphtheria, Pertussis, 
Red Measles & Ger-

man Measles. Proof 
of these immuniza-
tions is required. An 
immunization for 
Mumps is also rec-
ommended. State 
Law also requires 
that students entering 
into the seventh 
grade must have 
proof of a 2nd  MMR 
immunization.  
   Parents of students 
transferring into the 
district are asked to 

complete an enroll-
ment form and sign a 
Transfer of Records 
request form.    To 
facilitate registration, 
senior high and jun-
ior high offices are 
open all year. Ele-
mentary and Middle 
school offices are 
closed the last two 
weeks of June and 
the first three weeks 
of July.  

Registration and Transfer into the Van Buren Schools 
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VBHA Wants You To Be Ready For the 2008-2009 School Year  
      Let me start off 
by saying we had a 
great summer with 
the VBHA residents. 
It is that time of year 
t h a t  w e  a l l 
d r e a d . . . G e t t i n g 
Ready For Back To 
School. The VB 
Housing Authority 

teamed up with  
Resident Council to 
help purchase much 
needed school sup-
plies for the children 
that live here. We  
gave away school 
supplies on Thurs-
day, August 7th from 
noon to 1 pm. We 

feel like we were 
able to help many 
families.      As Par-
ents we know all to 
well how much it 
costs and how stress-
ful it is to get ready 
for a new school 
year. Also to  help 
ease as much stress 

as possible,  Resident 
Council has made 
arrangements with 
local hair stylist  to 
offer Free back to 
school hair cuts to 
the VBHA children. 
On August 12th and 
13th starting at 5:30 
pm and ending at 8 

pm. Our goal is to 
help as much as pos-
sible so the parents 
can focus on all the 
many other things 
needed. Below is  
information that can 
be very useful. If you 
need more informa-
tion than what is 

listed you can come 
to the Community 
Center and use a 
computer to go to 
you child’s school’s 
website. If you are 
new to Van Buren 
and not sure which 
school district you 
live in give me a call.  

           School Supply List  
 
 
Kindergarten Supplies 
· School Box or Pencil Pouch 
· 2 (4 oz.) bottles of Elmer’s 

Glue 
· 2 Large Elmer’s Glue Sticks 
· 1 Package of #2 Pencils 
· 2 Boxes of Tissues 
· 16 Count Crayons (4 Boxes) 
· Plastic Rest Mat 
 
Grades 1-4 Supplies 
· 1 Pencil Pouch 
· 2 (4 oz) Bottles of Elmer’s 

Glue 
· 2 Large Elmer’s Glue Sticks 
· 2 Package Of #2 pencils 
· 1 Package of Pencil Top 

erasers 
· 1 Box of Tissues 
· 2 Packages of Notebook pa-

per   
      (wide ruled) 
· 24 Count Crayons (2 boxes) 
· 1 Black Expo Dry Erase 

Marker 
 
 
Central & Northridge Middle 
Schools’ Supply for 5th & 6th 
· 2– 2 Inch Binders with Sub-

ject Dividers and Pencil Zip 
Bag 

 
 
 
· 3– 200 Count packages of       
      Notebook paper (wide ruled) 
· 40 #2 Pencils Non-

Mechanical 
· 1 Package of Colored Pen-

cils  
      (12 Count)  
· 1 Box of Washable Markers           
      (8 count) 
· 1 Box of Crayons 
· Glue Sticks 
· 1 Pk. Of Highlighters ( yel-

low, blue, green & pink) 
· 1 Box of Tissues 
 
 
Junior High Supply List  
· 2.5 to 3.0 Inch three-ring 

Binder 
· 5 to 8 Divider Tabs for note-

book 
· Wide-Ruled loose leaf note-

book paper 
· Pencil Bag that clips into 

Binder 
· Pencils 
· Black or Blue & Red ink 

pens 
· Highlighters 
· Colored Pencils  

 Helpful Phone Numbers  
Crawford County Health Office 2040 Chestnut 474-6391 
Head Start Main Office 302 Pointer Trail W  474-9378 
Head Start Part Day 1924 Mulberry Cir 474-7427 
Head Start Full Day  4320 Laura Lane  474-5742 
Van Buren Administration Building  2221 Pointer Trail 474-6838 
Bus Garage 2001 Pointer Trail 471-3140 
City Heights Elem. 301 Mt. Vista Blvd. 474-6918 
Izard Elementary  N 24th & Baldwin  471-3150 
King Elementary  401 N 19th  474-2661 
Parkview Elementary 619 Parkview 474-8730 
Rena Elementary 720 Rena Rd 471-3190 
Tate Elementary Catcher Road 471-3130 
Northridge Middle School 120 Northridge Drive  471-3126 
Central Middle School  913 N 24th  474-7059 
Butterfield JR High  319 N 12  474-6838 
Coleman JR High  821 East Pointer Trail  471-3160 
Parent Teacher Resource Center  N 12th & Elm 471-3141 
High School  2001 Pointer Trail 474-6821 
Service Center 2804 Industrial Park Rd. 471-4067 

August 18 school starts 
Sept. 1 No School-Labor day 
Oct. 17th end of 1st quarter  
Nov.24-28 No School Thanksgiving 
Dec. 19th end of 2nd quarter 
Dec. 22-Jan 2 No school Christmas 
Jan. 19 No School teachers day 

Feb. 16 No School teachers day 
March 13th end of 3rd quarter 
March 20-27 No School Spring break  

April 10 No School Good Fri. 
May 25 No school-Memorial day 
May 28 Last day of School 
May 28th end of 4th quarter 

VB School Calendar 2008-2009  

Old Town Sertoma Helps again…. 
In the photo pictured below is Doye Basham-right and Daniel Perry-
left. Daniel is a board member of the Boy’s and Girl’s club. The club 
was presenting a $750 check to go towards the repairs of the Boy’s 
and Girl’s club of Van Buren. Daniel was the guest speaker at the July 
30th meeting at Big Jakes. The Old Town Sertoma Club of Van Buren 
would like to challenge the other civic organizations in Van Buren to 
assist as  
well.   
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Now taking applications….. 
City of Van Buren 
Housing Authority 

1701 Chestnut Street, Van  
Buren, Arkansas 72956 
Phone:  479-474-6901   

FAX 479-474-7084 
www.vbha.org   

Email:  vbha@vbha.org 
1, 2, 3, and 4 bedroom units  

· All units have central heating and air condi-
tioning 

· Elderly and family units 
· Community center available for resident use 
· Washer and dryer connections in all units 
· Nearby to shopping, hospital, and downtown 

area 
· Resident programs include Neighborhood 

Watch, GED classes, food giveaway,  
    parenting classes, social clubs, weekly   
    bingo, ESL classes, and computer lab. 

Community Service Requirements 
     Adult residents 
who reside at Van 
Buren Housing Au-
thority are required to 
perform community 
service, as mandated 
by a Congressional 
Mandate.  The Van 
Buren Housing Au-
thority adopted the 
resolution on Septem-
ber 21, 1999, which 
is part of the Quality 
Housing and Work 
Responsibility Act of 
1998. 
     Adults are defined 
as those 18 and older 
and exemptions to the 
community service 
requirement are only 
made if the individual 
is disabled, is over 62 
years of age, works 
30 hours or more per 

week, or is a full-time 
student.  Documenta-
tion is required to be-
come exempt and an 
individual can be ex-
empt and then go 
back on community 
service, if their situa-
tion warrants it. 
     Community ser-
vice hours can be per-
formed with a certi-
fied non-profit or-
ganization within the 
state, and cannot be 
done for an individual 
or a for profit busi-
ness.  A list of poten-
tial places where 
community service 
can be performed is 
available at the main 
office or at the com-
munity center. 
     Non-compliance is 

grounds for eviction 
and every adult mem-
ber must be in com-
pliance BEFORE a 
new lease can be 
s i g n e d .   R e -
certifications occur 
every March, April, 
and May.  A certifi-
cate of community 
service compliance is 
issued if hours are 
current and are not 
delinquent.   
     If you are in need 
of community service 
hours, please contact 
Tammie at 471-0438 
and make arrange-
ments to bring your 
hours current. 

Suggestions for NEW activities  
 

Name:____________________________ 
Address:__________________________ 
 
Please tell me what programs you would 
like to see get started:__________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 

��������	
��	���	���
The VBHA is having a Baseball Game/Meet UR 

Neighbor Party. Friday, August 15th starting 
@10:30 am. The Mayor of Van Buren will throw 
the first pitch. We need more children to sign-up 

to play ball and need more to sign up for      
cheerleading.  

After the game we will have hot dogs, nacho’s, 
popcorn, sno-cones and drinks.  We will hold a 

watermelon eating contest so bring your appetite.  
To help KOOL us off we will have water games 

and break out the water slide.  
Don’t miss out on the FUN! 

����������������������������� ������ �� �������������������
Come and join us at the Community      

Garden! We have planted Pumpkins this year for a pumpkin 
patch. Dig-N-It meets every Monday at 9 am until school 
starts then moves to 4 pm after school starts back. We are 

excited about growing pumpkins, come and join the FUN!!! 
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August 2nd 

Sandra Lopez-diaz 
 
 
 

August 3rd 
Michelle Jones 

 
 
 

August 8th 
Virginia Crawford 

 
 
 

August 9th 
Jessica Knox 

William Roberts 
Jacqueline Schreckhise 

Debbie Reather 
 
 

August 10th 
Patsy Skelton 

 
 
 

August 11th 
Dillon VanNostrand 

 
 
 

August 13th 
Arliss Schroeder 

 
 
 

August 14th 
Ronald VanNostrand 

 
 
 

August 15th 
Heaven Beaumont 

 
 
 

August 16th 
Andrew Hartley 

 

August 17th  
Andrew Lowman 

 
 
 

August 18th 
Thelma Boitel 

 
 
 

August 21st 
Lynlee Dean 

 
 
 

August 22nd 
Winnie Christian 
Stephen Locklear 

Amy Snow 
 
 
 

August 23rd 
Christian Burcham 

Hazel Sabin 
 
 
 

August 27th 
Patsy Burkhart 
Patrick Maguire 

 
 

August 30th  
Kendall Rogers 

 
 

August 31st  
Tristen Smith 

 
 
 
 
 

Happiest of birthdays to 
each of our  
residents! 

Happy Birthday to You, Happy Birthday to You, Happy Birthday Dear... 

Van Buren Housing Authority 
Resident Suggestion Form 

 
To:  VBHA Staff/Board 
Name:________________________________ Address:_____________________________ 
You do NOT have to provide name/address if you do not want to, in order for your sug-
gestion to be considered.  
 
Suggestion and/or comment:___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
A box is located at the community center for drop off or you can drop it off  or mail it to the main office.  
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4-H County Camp 
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 1 2 
 

3 
 
 

 
       

4 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
 
Computer Class 4-6 
Dig-N-It  9:00 AM 

Reading 10-12 

5  
Reading 10-12 

     

�

�

6 
Reading 10-12 
 

 

7                                           
Food Giveaway 10-12 
 
Math 10-12 
     

School Supply              
Giveaway  12-1 

8 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 
 

Movie & Popcorn 
noon 
  

9   Single Parent Outreach 
Services –Free hair cuts, 
paper goods, oil and filter 
change,   Open 9-12.  Call 
441-9767.  Located at 1024 
North 32nd Street, FS 
            

           

10 
Multiple Sclerosis  
Meeting  2:00 
 
 

 

11 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
 
Computer Class 4-6 
Reading 10-12 

Dig-N-It  9:00 AM 

12 
Reading 10-12 
 

FREE Hair Cuts  
5:30-8 pm 

13 
    Reading 10-12 
 

FREE Hair Cuts  
5:30-8 pm 

14 
Math 10-12 
Food Giveaway 10-12  
 
Popcorn & movie 
noon 

15 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
 
Baseball Game/Meet 
ur neighbor Back to 
School Bash 10:30 am 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Back To School 
 
Food giveaway 10-12 
Computer class 4-6 
 
 

19 
 
 
 

20  
 

 

      

 

21 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
 
 
 
 

22 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 

 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
Food giveaway 10-12 
 
Computer class 4-6 
 
Dig-N-It  4 PM 

 

26 
 

 

27 
 
   
 

 

28 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
 
 
 
 

29       

Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 

 

31 

31 
 

1 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
 
Computer Class 4-6 
 
Dig-N-It  4 PM 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

 
 

 

4  

Food Giveaway 10-12 

 

 
 
 

5 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 
 

 
 

6 
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               Support YOUR Resident Council Projects: 
  Bring in your used ink cartridges for recycling 
  Buy ice for 50 cents a bag at community center 

  Attend monthly meetings to plan events 
  Buy sno cones and popsicles   

A Word from Resident Council 
      Resident Council would like to take this 
time to thank Tammie for all of her hard work 
and her support of the children this summer.  
She has tried to make it a fun and interesting 
summer break for them.  There are still many 
activities that are happening at the center for 
the children.  Parents please check them out 
and join in where you can.  These activities 
allow you to have some fun time with your 
children and will also count as community 
service hours for you.  Tammie loves to see 
the parents involved and enjoying the activi-
ties with their children.  
      We have been selling Sno-Cones and will 
continue to sell them on Monday and 

Wednesday from noon – 1:00 pm for .50 cents 
each until Wednesday August 13th.  We have 
been and will continue to sell the Pop-Ice Si-
cles for .25 cents each daily until the supply is 
depleted. 
       We will have the back to school haircuts 
for the children Tuesday August 12th and 
Wednesday August 13th from 5:30 until 8:00 
pm.  Please be sure to have your child’s 
hair washed and the tangles combed out be-
fore their haircut.  Our stylists work all day 
and then donate their time to us free of charge.  
They will try to cut as many children’s hair as 
possible during the time period we have slot-
ted and they will not have time to spend on 

detangling hair. 
       Resident Council is holding a contest.  
Beginning Monday, August 4th and ending 
Friday August 29th at 2:00 pm.  We need fund 
raiser ideas.  If you have an idea for a fund 
raiser please submit it to us at the community 
center in writing with your name and address.  
If it is a craft idea please be sure to tell us in 
detail what supplies are needed and directions 
on how to make it.  If your idea is used you 
will receive a prize. 
       As always please remember, Tammie 
needs volunteers at the community center.  
This will count as community service hours. 
 

What were WE up to in July at the Community Center…. 

Top Left & Middle: Summer Science Class, all the children that came to the class’s had fun and learned all about BUGS! Top Right: Craft class, 
having a drawing contest;  Bottom Left: Children and adults working in the Pumpkin Patch, pulling weeds and watering. Bottom Middle & 
Right: children cooling off after workin’ in the garden. We thought we needed to get watered so we could grow. 
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Caught On Film At VBHA…..Residents And Special Visitors………. 

Skating at Wheels In Motion: Top Left: Patience Wise, Savannah Palmer, & Saedra Walker; Top Middle: a pile up; Top Right: we were lined up 
playing a game. Bottom Left: Stacy Morton and many children stop to take a break; Middle: Kristen Gordon holding Izabello while she talks to 
Phillip Wise; Last Picture Matthew Sheen and Jeffery Melendez coming out of the play area. 

Top Left: doing the Cha-Cha Slide is Andrea Lee, Garrett Locklear, Mason & Shyann; Next Picture is Tennille Palmer and Lynlee Dean coming 
out of the play area; Next we have Matthew Garrett that just fell; Last: Tammie and Taylor Knox keeping Bethany Richardson from falling   
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the Boy’s Sleep Over & the Girls Slumber Party  (who had more fun) 

Top Left: Ann Ritter teaching the Summer Reading Class; (Boy’s Slumber Party)    Next is Gage Williams seeing how many marshmallows he 
could fit into his mouth;    Then: boys singing Karaoke;     Top Right: Joseph Sheen painting his fingernails while Dillon Van Nostrand watches. 
Bottom Left: Joseph and Dante Willhite show of their painted nail’s.     Next is a few that wasn’t sleepy so they went to play games in the other 
room;     Last  Picture on Right: the boys settle down for quiet time after 4 am. 

As you can see the girls got makeover’s and dressed up for a fun filled night! Top left: Savannah Overby and Cherilyn Chadwick giving Tammie 
a makeover; Next picture: I’m fixing Ardianna’s hair and KoriWilkinson is fixing Peytin Garrett’s hair. The last two top row: is the girls having 
fun dressed up. Below Left: is girls sing karaoke; Middle is McKenna putting lipstick on her dad Michael King; Right: is Our Group Picture    


