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A Word From Our Executive Director 
Dear Residents: 
    I hope that every-
one had a wonderful 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 
The kids-bless their 
little ole hearts-will 
be back in school real 
soon if not already so 
lets remember to be 
careful while driving.  
    2009 is here and if 
your like me you 
have made a New 
Years Resolution that 

you probably wont 
keep but I would like 
to encourage each of 
you that made a real-
istic one to stick with 
it and take it one day 
at a time and I hope 
that you wish the 
same for me.  
   The roof replace-
ment is complete and 
I would like to thank 
everyone for their 
patience and under-
standing during all 

the banging and all 
the debris. 
    I got the opportu-
nity to be at the 
Community Center 
during the Food Bag 
Giveaway and while 
we had a nice turnout 
I was really surprised 
that more of you did 
not take advantage of 
the groceries. It may 
have had something 
to do with the 
weather or you may 

have been out of 
town and forgot. I 
encourage you to go 
to the center and see 
Tammie and get 
some of the items 
that were left over. I 
enjoyed watching the 
kids sit in Santa’s lap 
and get their pictures 
made. 
    I would like to re-
mind everyone that 
has Community Ser-
vice Hours that they 

still need to do that 
Tammie is always in 
need of help at the 
Center, even if you 
don’t have to do the 
Community Service 
hours and would   
j u s t  l i k e  t o           
Volunteer. PLEASE 
go see Tammie. 
Sincerely,  
Patricia Free 

A Word From Our Housing Manager 
    Here we are in a 
new year, 2008 went 
fast. I hope everyone 
had a safe New Year.  
    Your Annual Re-
Exams are coming up 
and I would like to 
stress to everyone 
that if you are behind 
on your community 
service hours you 
might want to get 

with Tammie and see 
what she might have 
for you to do. Re-
member we will take 
action if community 
service hours are not 
up to date when An-
nual Re-Exams come 
around. I have been 
to our community 
center several times 
in the last couple of 

weeks and noticed 
that Tammie has a lot 
of work but NO help. 
The office pitched in 
and helped her with 
distr ibut ing the 
Christmas bags. It 
was a pleasure for me 
to be able to fill the 
bags with food that 
was bought by Resi-
dent Council and 

items and food that 
was donated by indi-
viduals and local 
merchants. 
    Also, I would like 
to take the time to 
inform you that 
Jackie Riley a mem-
ber of our board has 
had a triple bypass 
last week. She is re-
covering very well at 

home. Jackie has 
helped with the com-
munity center since 
she has lived here 
and is a big help. 
Keep her in your 
prayers. Remember 
my door is always 
open if you have any 
questions.     
Sincerely, 
Patty Pottridge  

A Word From Our Maintenance Staff 
    First of all I want 
to wish everyone a 
Happy New Year! I 
would like to ask 
your help with some 

cold weather water 
issues. If you have a 
kitchen sink that is 
on the outside wall, 
please leave your 

kitchen cabinets open   
on those cold nights. 
Also, on the nights it 
gets below 15°, leave 
your water on a slight 

drip. This will help 
keep the lines from 
freezing. Thanks for 
your help and coop-
eration and again 

have a Prosperous 
New Year.   
Thanks,  
Ross Robinson  

     Resident Council 
has 3 openings for 
new board members. 
Right now we only 
have two members. 
Anyone interested in 

becoming a member 
or if you would like 
to nominate someone 
call Tammie or go 
see her at the center.. 
We will take nomina-

tions until the end of 
January then Resi-
dent Council will 
have a meeting to 
decide who the new 
members will be. 

You can speak with 
Tammie or Jackie to 
learn more. 
   Resident Council is 
very important. One 
thing they do is act as 

a liaison between the 
residents and staff. 
It’s important that the 
residents know that 
they have a voice. 

A Word From Resident Council 
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    January 1st is con-
sidered New Years 
Day in today’s soci-
ety.  But this is a 
fairly new concept 
because up until the 
time of Julius Caesar, 
the Romans cele-
brated the New Year 
in March because it 
was the first month in 
the Roman Calen-
dars. However, Janu-
ary 1st marked the 
time when the Ro-
mans changed their 
governmental figures 
and new consuls 

were inducted into 
office. They would 
have games and 
feasting to help cele-
brate the new offi-
cials. But, they still 
used March 1st as 
their official mark of 
the new year and had 
a festival to their god, 
Mars (God of War). 
    It was Caesar who 
changed the Roman 
New Year’s day to 
January 1st in honor 
of Janus, (God of all 
beginnings and gate 
keeper of heaven and 

earth). Janus was al-
ways depicted with 
two faces: one look-
ing back to the old 
year (past) and one 
looking ahead to the 
new year (future) one 
of the customs in the 
festival honoring 
Janus was to ex-
change gifts and then 
make resolutions to 
be friendly and good 
to one another.  
   When Constantine 
ruled the Romans and 
accepted Christianity 
as their new faith, 

they kept the Festival 
of Janus as the New 
Years Day (not 
March as before) and 
turned it into a day of 
prayer and fasting 
and not parties ect. It 
was a day for all 
good Christians to 
turn over a new leaf. 
However, the Ro-
mans may have ac-
cepted January 1st 
and Janus as the New 
Year, but many did 
not accept the turning 
over a new leaf, 
prayer and fasting 

part of it.  
    However, even in 
1582, Great Britian 
and the English colo-
nies in America still 
kept March for the 
beginning of the year 
(Spring as a begin-
ning). It wasn’t until 
1752 that Britian 
(and it’s colonies) 
adopted the New 
Gregorian calendar 
and January 1st as 
the beginning of the 
year. But many Puri-
tans in New England 
felt Janus was an of-

fensive Pagan God 
and chose to simply 
ignore January 1st as 
a New Years Day. 
Instead they just 
made the entire 
month of January as 
“The First Month” of 
the months. 
   And, today no one 
really considers Janu-
ary 1st a fasting day. 
Ironically, for many 
it is a major day of 
feasting on junk food 
and watching    foot-
ball games on televi-
sion. 
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    Once again, we go 
all the way back to 
the wild and crazy 
parties of ancient Ro-
mans. They indulged 
themselves and par-
tied so hard as a way 
of acting out all the 
chaos that they hoped 
a new year would get 
rid of.  So, the New 
Year’s festival was a 

way to start over. By 
purging yourself of 
all this so-called ex-
cess energy and con-
fessing your sins, 
there was a hope that 
you would be much 
better in the next year 
ahead. 
   Now, the Puritans 
never did approve of 
all this New Year’s 

hoopla. So of course 
they went for this 
religious renewal of 
cleanse, purge, fast, 
and confess idea. So 
they encouraged 
young people not to 
waste the new year 
on foolish things but 
to use it as an oppor-
tunity to make a good 
change in their lives 

for the good. So, like 
some Christians, they 
made New Year’s 
vows or pledges fo-
cused on overcoming 
their own weak-
nesses, to enhance 
their God-Given tal-
ents and to make 
them better citizens 
to others.  
   The custom of 

making New Year’s 
Resolutions came 
into vogue in the 
20th century. But 
most of it was done 
with jest and an un-
derstanding that they 
would not be kept 
(for long anyway) 
since humans were 
naturally backsliders 
by nature to their 

naughty habits and 
ways. The resolutions 
today are simply a 
secular version of the 
religious vows made 
in the past toward 
spiritual perfection. 
They are often made 
with good intentions 
and broken with a 
sense of humor and 
renewed annually. 
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WARNING: Are You Current On Your Community Service Hours?  
     Adult residents who reside at 
Van Buren Housing Authority are 
required to perform community 
service, as set forth by a Congres-
sional Mandate.  The Van Buren 
Housing Authority adopted the 
resolution on September 21, 
1999, which is part of the Quality 
Housing and Work Responsibility 
Act of 1998. 
     Adults are defined as those 18 
and older and exemptions to the 

community service requirement 
are only made if the individual is 
disabled, is over 62 years of age, 
works 30 hours or more per week, 
or is a full-time student.  Docu-
mentation is required to become 
exempt and an individual can be 
exempt and then go back on com-
munity service, if their situation 
warrants it. 
     Community service hours can 
be performed with a certified 

non-profit organization within the 
state, and cannot be done for an 
individual or for a profit business.  
A list of potential places where 
community service can be per-
formed is available at the main 
office or at the community center. 
     Non-compliance is grounds for 
eviction and every adult member 
must be in compliance BEFORE 
a new lease can be signed.  Re-
certifications occur every March, 

April, and May.  A certificate of 
community service compliance is 
issued if hours are current and are 
not delinquent.   
     If you are in need of commu-
nity service hours, please contact 
Tammie at 471-0438 and make 
arrangements to bring your hours 
current. We always need help at 
the Community Center, or you 
can find you a place to serve.  

Volunteers Needed to take the VITA Tax  
Preparation Training. 

Residents earn community service hours for training 
and volunteering in the tax office at the community 

center. For more information contact Tammie at 471-0438.  
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Bodiford Eye Center will be at the VBHA Community Center  
Wednesday, January 28th 10 to 1 to provide FREE eye exams.  

The VBHA Community Center is under construction! 
We will be doing major Spring Cleaning the month of January so we will only 
have food giveaway on Mondays and Fridays, and only the bare essentials on a 

few programs.  
I need volunteers to come to the community center to help. 

It’s a NEW Year so lets get the building ready for a Great New  
Year of programs!!!  

Valentines Day is 
right around the cor-
ner. Resident Council 
will sell the balloon 
bouquet’s again this 

year. Watch for flyers 
to announce the  

starting date. 

One Tough Mother-Parent’s Ministry 
has an exciting class planned for the month of February. Watch for flyers to    

announce the day and time.  
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January 1st 
Anelena Melendez 

 
January 2nd 

Maria Burcham 
 

January 3rd 
Nancy Drumond 

 
January 6th 

Kristen Ramirez  
 

January  9th 
Gavin Mize 

 
January  10th 
Vivian Verratti 

Nancy Neal 
 
 

January 11th 
Jacob Kasprytzki 

 
January 12th 
Dayton Foster 
Johnie Lantz 

MacKenzie Williams  
 

January 13th 
Betty Fisher 

 
January 14th 
Shannon Boyd 

 
January 18th 
Agnes Gabbard 
Maxine Johnson 
Hayden Morton 
Jordon Boone 

Anthony Williams  
 

January 19th 
Mildred Wright 

 
January 20th 

Tacoma Schweigert 
Gracie Grinstead 

Madison Dunn 
 

January 23rd 
Jacqueline Johnson 
Kristin Litchford 
David Robinson 

 
January 24th 
Amanda Davis 
Clyde Maxwell 

 
January 26th 
Twila Redden  

Hannah Blocker  
 

January 30th 
Lynda Babbitt 

 
January 31st 

Lewis Mattingly 
Donald Pillips III 

 
Happiest of birthdays to 

each of our  
residents! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Go to 
www.famousbirthdays.com 
to see what famous person 
shares your birthday, a very 

interesting website!!!! 
If you don’t have a          

computer at home, come to 
the  community center        

to use one in our computer 
lab. 

Happy Birthday to You, Happy Birthday to You, Happy Birthday Dear... 

Van Buren Housing Authority Resident Suggestion Form 
 

To:  VBHA Staff/Board 
Name:________________________________ Address:_____________________________ 
You do NOT have to provide name/address if you do not want to, in order for your suggestion to be considered.  
 
Suggestion and/or comment: ________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
A box is located at the community center for drop off or you can drop it off  or mail it to the main office.  
Complaints:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
You can also get an Official Complaint Form from the Center or the Main Office.  
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4-H County Camp 
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Contact Tammie 
for more informa-
tion on getting 
your GED at the 
Center. 

 
 

  1 

 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 5 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
Computer Class 4-5 
ESL class 4-5 

 

 

6�
�

7 
All grade’s        
homework help        
3:45-4:45 

8                                   
 
 
 
 

 
 

9 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 
 

 

 

10   Single Parent Outreach 
Services –Free haircuts, 
paper goods, oil and filter 
change,   Open 9-12.  Call 
441-9767.  Located at 1024 
North 32nd Street, FS  
 
 
 

11 
Multiple Sclerosis  
Meeting  2:00 
 
 

 

12 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
Computer Class 4-5 
ESL class 4-5 
 

 

13  
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Have report cards 
turned in by noon 

14 
All grade’s        
homework help        
3:45-4:45 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 
 
 

 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
Offices are Closed 
   for MLK Day 

 
 
 

20 
 
 

21 
All grade’s        
homework help        
3:45-4:45 

22 
 
 
 

23 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 

 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Food giveaway 10-12 
Computer Class 4-5 
ESL class 4-5 
 

 

27 28   All grade’s        
homework help        
3:45-4:45 

Free Eye Exams 
10-1 
 

29    
 
 

30 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 

31 

 

1 
 

2 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
Computer Class 4-5 
ESL class 4-5 
 

3 
 

4 

All grades      
homework help 
3:45-4:45 

5 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 
 

 
 

7 
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Times Running Out for the 2009 Scholarship’s  

    The Public Housing Authorities Directors 
Association is giving away three scholarships 
for High School Seniors living in public or 
assisted housing. The first scholarship is the 
25th Annual Stephen J. Bollinger Memorial 
Scholarship for $7,000.00, the second is HD 
Supply Facilities Maintenance Scholarship for 
$5,000.00, and the third is the Freedom Schol-
arship for $5,000.00. Applications are due by 
February 9th, 2009. 
    The scholarship fund will be administered  

by the PHADA Scholarship Committee. The 
money will go directly to the school that the 
recipient will be attending. The school will 
deposit the money into the student’s account. 
The money may only be used to pay tuition, 
books, and activities directly related to the 
students education. If the student discontinues 
his or her education, the unused portion of the 
scholarship will be returned to PHADA. 
    Eligibility: must be a high school senior 
and reside in public housing, minimum grade 

point average must be at least a “B” average. 
You can contact the PHADA at 1-(202) 546-
5445 or you can contact Tammie at the 
VBHA Community Center for more informa-
tion and to get your application.  
    The VBHA Executive Director, Patricia 
Free, will pay the $20.00 non-refundable ap-
plication fee. Each Housing Authority can 
submit up to two applications. So, if your in-
terested, don’t delay, as we can only turn in 
two applications.  

VBHA Resident Council Member Gone But Not Forgotten  
   In Memory of Billy Fred Phillips.  
    Known to friends and family as Bill, was on 
Resident Council for almost a year. He was a 
fun loving man who enjoyed helping people, 
teasing and joking with everyone. He would 
look you square in the eye with a serious ex-
pression and crack a joke. Bill really enjoyed 
helping in any way that he could with Resident 
Council activities and at the community cen-
ter. He will be greatly missed.  
    Billy Fred Phillips, 63, of Van Buren died 
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 2008. He was born Jan. 

11th, 1945, in Fort Smith. He was a member of 
First Baptist Church in Fort Smith. 
    A memorial service will be held at a       
later date. 
    He is survived by his companion, Melinda 
Hamilton; a daughter, Kristen Reynolds; three 
sons, Scottie, Jerry and Jason Phillips; parents, 
J.W. and Doris Thornton of Fort Smith; a half 
brother David Thornton and four precious 
grandchildren.     

We hope to receive our new computers very soon!  
However, we still encourage you to use our computer lab. A great way to ensure your 
child is getting a good education is to contact your child’s school and get their log in 

name and password so that you can go to the Pinnacle Internet Viewer at   
www.vbsd.us/scripts/piv.exe  and check on their grades. You can go on as often as you 
like and check their grades or see if they are turning in all their assignments. It is also a 

good way to stay in contact with their teachers.  
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Caught On Film At VBHA…..Residents And Special Visitors………. 

Top Row: Pictures of  VBHA riding a float in the Van Buren Christmas Parade: Bottom Left: Barbara Owens, Patricia and Casey Free giving 
Mr. Newman his Christmas Food Bag; Middle: Patricia drawing a name for the Christmas Stocking’s while Bob Akins holds the bag up.          
Last: Frankie Wallace and Terri Morse signing people in as they get their bags. A BIG Thank You goes out to everyone who volunteered and 
helped.    

Bottom Left: Ly Lim with Jeena and David; Next: Santa with Riauna; Third: Donna and Don Phillips on Santa’s lap; Last: Mrs. Anita hugging 
Santa. At the end of the day Santa was tired, he listened to what all the children wanted for Christmas and gave them all a candy cane as they left. 
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Now taking applications….. 
City of Van Buren 
Housing Authority 

1701 Chestnut Street, Van  Buren, Arkansas 72956 
Phone:  479-474-6901   

FAX 479-474-7084 
www.vbha.org   

Email:  vbha@vbha.org 
1, 2, 3, and 4 bedroom units  

· All units have central heating and air conditioning 
· Elderly and family units 
· Community center available for resident use 
· Washer and dryer connections in all units 
· Nearby to shopping, hospital, and downtown area 
· Resident programs include, GED classes, food giveaway, homework help, 
    social clubs, weekly bingo, ESL classes, and computer lab. 

The Good Grade Club Top Left: Patricia Free and Bernie Manard welcoming everyone and getting ready to present the awards! Next: Patricia 
congratulating Rachel Lowman. Middle: Metzy Aquirre receiving her award from Bernie; Then: Alyssa Marssocci; Last: Dalton Locklear. Bot-
tom Row Left to Right: Jeffery Melendez, Dustin Hager, Andrew Lowman, Garrett Locklear, Bethany Richardson, Arturo Silva and Noah 
Richardson. Congratulations on all your good grades. Keep up the hard work and encourage all your friends to get good grades.     


