Van Buren, Arkansas

March, 2009

www.vbha.org

Main Office

1701 Chestnut St.
479-474-6901
FAX
479-474-7084
vbha@vbha.org

Patricia Free,
Exe. Director

Patty Pottridge,
Housing Manager
Patricia Zapata,
Adm. Accountant
Mary Pennington,
Admin. Assistant

Paula Wiley,
Ozark Housing Mgr.

Community
Center

218 S. 17th St.
479-471-0438
vbhacc@vbha.org

Tammie Locklear,
Resident Coordinator

Gema Grana.

Maintenance

Ross Robinson,
Maintenance Foreman

Jonathan Ray
Pat Bowling
Jesse Pottridge
Charles Evans
Eric Rice

Board of Directors
Bernie Manard
Linda Walker
Ken Kilgore
Jackie Riley

Editor
Tammie Locklear

A Word From Our Maintenance Staff

A Word From Our Executive Director

Dear Residents: of the vyearly re- girl on February thanks to the School food and GO SWIM-
Its been over a exams, Tammie is 19th. She weighed Districts Administra- MING!!! | know you
year since Mr. Haw- busy doing taxes and8lbs 6 oz and her tion Offices for mak- are all aware of the
kins left us to work the Maintenance-well name is Elia Alexan- ing this happen. stuff that has been
in a foreign country they are always busy.dra Zapata. | know Also, Tammie is going on in our
and | know that we We got word this you would all like to still in need of some schools in the last
here at the office week that the VBHA join us here in saying volunteers to help out month and it's a
miss him. He came will be receiving Congratulations to at the center soscary thing. So
by and visited with some extra grant her and her family. please go and checkPLEASE encourage
us back in December money thru President | hope everyone with her about what your children to get
and he seems to beObama’s Stimulus will make time to go she needs help with. linvolved in these ac-
doing well but is a Plan. Please be sureand use the new com-know she has sometivities that Tammie
littte homesick. | to attend the 5-Year puters that were do-fun stuff planned for has planned because
know that he would Plan Meeting sched- nated to us by the this summer but you it will help keep them
appreciate your con- uled for March 10th VBSD. We are so have to get involved, out of stuff you don’t
tinued prayers for where we will be dis- fortunate that the it will only work if want them involved
him and his family cussing our plans for School District was everyone helps out.in. Let's help keep
while he is away. this grant money and able to donate theseThe garden is one our children safe and
Things are busy future monies. new computers to our thing and | know it teach them some-
right now for every- If you have not computer lab and | will be rewarding for thing in the process.
one here at the office. heard Tricia Zapata would encourage the children to learn Sincerely,
Patty has started allhad a beautiful baby each of you to sendto grow some good Patricia Free

A Word From Our Housing Manager

Top of the Day to If you have any ques- these in the newslet-a yard sale. You canjust like the March
everyone. Yes it's tions just give me a ter. March is a good not only make a few winds blow. Until
March again and that call. time to do your extra dollars, but get April, make every
means Happy St. Pat- | would like to re- spring cleaning. a good workout. A day count. Happy St.
rick’'s day. | am get- mind all new tenants Start in one room and clean home always Patty Day.
ting ready to get the that we do have awork your way thru makes you feel bet- Sincerely,
annual re-exams Community Center the rest and by theter. | hope everyone Patty Pottridge
started which means llocated on 17th St.time you get to your has a very good
will be really busy and a lot of activities closets, you may March. So on that
with all that fun stuff. go on. You can find have enough stuff for note, | will leave you
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Well, as we all know, most here. that the maintenanc
Spring is almost Here! We encourage every-staff will have the big
And this means that theone to plant flowers and Spring Trash pick up
children will be out spruce up your yards. ItThis will give you the
playing more enjoying not only makes you feel opportunity to do some
the weather. | would like better about your homespring cleaning and gt
to take this opportunity but you can also win rid of furniture and other
to remind everyone to Yard of the Month. big items you no longef
please keep toys and Watch for future an- want or need.
trash picked up, becausenouncements letting Thanks,
mowing season is al-everyone know the daysMaintenance Staff
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WARNING: Are You Current On Your Community Service Hours?

Adult residents who reside at Van Buredent. Documentation is required to becomand every adult member must be in compli-
Housing Authority are required to performexempt and an individual can be exempt armhce BEFORE a new lease can be signed.
community service, as set forth by a Congrethen go back on community service, if theiRe-certifications occur every March, April,
sional Mandate. The Van Buren Housing Ausituation warrants it. and May. A certificate of community service
thority adopted the resolution on September Community service hours can be pecompliance is issued if hours are current and
21, 1999, which is part of the Quality Housindormed with a certified non-profit organiza-are not delinquent.
and Work Responsibility Act of 1998. tion within the state, and cannot be done for If you are in need of community service

Adults are defined as those 18 and oldan individual or for a profit business. A list olhours, please contact Tammie at 471-0438
and exemptions to the community service rgotential places where community service caand make arrangements to bring your hours
quirement are only made if the individual ide performed is available at the main office aurrent. We always need help at the Commu-
disabled, is over 62 years of age, works 3 the community center. nity Center, or you can find you a place to
hours or more per week, or is a full-time stu- Non-compliance is_grounds for_eviction serve.

New Computer Lab At VBHA Community Center! (@7

“

Let’s give aBig THANK YOU to Mr. Dickerson, Superintendent of
the Van Buren School District for our new andlagged Computer Lab!

By teaming up with the VB School District, we whlhve many benefits

-~ Dbesides new computers, they will keep our systeore m line with the
1< quality of today’s technology and we'll get assista from their IT Depart-

g\ ment. | would also like to give a Big Thank Youthe guys in the IT De-
one of our new partment who set up our new computers.

Computers

If you haven't alreadgme on down and check them out!
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Mark Your Calendars ...
Bodiford Eye Center will be at the VBHA Communiteier [ s

Wednesday, March 4, 10 to 1 to provide FREE eyenexa =7

CERT Training Held It's 1st Class!

Taught by CERT Deputy Coordinatorsupplies. But if you've gathered supplies in
Sheryl Winberry and her assistant, Jim Gisadvance, you and your family can endure an
We learned a lot in class and had a lot of fuevacuation or home confinement.

As storm and tornado season is upon us, we You will also need a Disaster Plan. A dis-
need to be prepared for any disaster. What we aster plan can mean the difference be-
learned is what is needed for a 72 hour disas- tween life and death. For example: How
ter kit, developing a disaster plan and how to will you escape your home? Where will
develop a safe room in your home. you meet family members? What will you
72 Hour Disaster Supply Kit. In the kit take with you? Where will you go?
you need enough for 3 days for each fam- The answers to these questions may be dif-
ily member. We encourage every housderent depending on the hazard or disaster. By
hold to come to the Community Center tplaying the “What-If?”, you will be better pre-
get your copy of the 72 Hour Disastepared for any hazard or disaster. We also have

(Above: Sheryl, Jackie Riley, James Newman, Supply Kit. a copy of how to create a Family Disaster
Annie Couch, Robin & Joshua Moore, Eric You can cope best by preparing for disast®tan. Call for info about joining the class 471-
Rice & Stephen Locklear) before it strikes. After a disaster strikes, yo0438. Classes are on Monday nights 6-9.
won't have enough time to shop or search for
I [ 1] #
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Happy Birthday to You, Happy Birthday to You, Happythday Dear...

A. March 8th March 17th March 31st
v X Clair Allgeier Devin Ramos Suzanne Callahan
S, A— Joyce Price
()
| g March 18th
March 10th Leo Roberts Happiest of birthdays to
Kristin Gordon Dorethea Solomito each of our
March 2nd residents!
Mikai Williams
March 11th March 21st Go to
Jetta Mae Donelson Doris Allen www.famousbirthdays.com
March 4th Jeena Tea to see what famous persgn
Walter Fisher shares your birthday, a very
Angel Godinez March 12th inlﬁ:e;(e)lsjtygn\alehl;ii;egl!
SadeSol ML conplstrame,come
the community center
March 5th to use one in our computer
Shebbie Eubanks lab.
lazbello Rodiguez Gord March 15th March 28th
Timothy Hamilton Patience Wise
Brayedon Porta 431
March 6th N
Arturo Silva March 30th —— e o
Aiden Landers Fran March 16th Thurman Colley IlI ‘?7 ®
Rebecca Geurin Marcos Ayala Terri Morse
Jeffery Melendez Novella Simpson April Stone e ~

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library

What is Imagination Li- porate gifts and grants. by the parent/guardian.
brary? Imagination Library A child can be sponsored for $30 per year. Notify United Way directly anytime your
means books in the hands ofJnited Way works to build community sup- address changes in order to continue re-
every young child to read andport for children during the formative years ceiving books.
keep for their very own. It that influence their entire lives with the goal Read and have fun with the books and
means parents, older siblingspf helping all children be prepared for success your child. The more you read with your
grandparents, babysitters and others reading,school and life. child, starting at birth, the more your child
talking and enjoying books together with the Who is eligible? Children from birth up to learns and develops.
children in their lives. their 5th birthday in Crawford, Franklin,- Tell other parents about Imagination Li-
Children enrolled receive a new, age-ogan and Sebastian counties. brary.
appropriate, hard cover book sent to them atwhen will my child receive books?After Let your employer know that businesses
their home each month. The program is ofegistering, the first book takes about eight to can also help support Imagination Library.
fered to families at NO COST! ten weeks to arrive at your home. Books will Donations are greatly appreciated to help
Imagination Library is a partnership bearrive monthly until your child’s fifth birth- ensure continuation of this program.
tween United Way of Fort Smith Area andlay. Come to the Community Center to pick up
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. It is What do parents/guardians need to do? your Imagination Library Enrollment
funded locally by individual donations from- Submit a completed enrollment form tdorm. Remember this program is FREE!
parents and other community members, cor- United Way of Fort Smith which is signed
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Contact Tammie| 2 ] 3 4 5 6 . 7Set your clocks
. Food Giveaway 10-12 Free Eve Exams Food Giveaway 1-3 forward
fF)I’ more Inf'Ol’ma Computer Class 3-4 y Bible Study 10-12 Adult Bingo 1:30
tion on getting | ESL class 4-5 10-1 %W
6 ‘
your GED at the CERT Training 6-9 *
Center. Dig-N-It Kick Off 3:30 : ’
g : W N
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
. . i - ) : i - Single Parent Outreach Se
Multiple Sclerosis | Fo0d Giveaway 10-12 All grade’s Food Giveaway 10-12 | Food Giveaway 1-3 | .
F_) . Computer Class 3-4 Adult Bingo 1:30 vices —Free haircuts, paper
Meeting 2:00 ESL class 4-5 homework help Bible Study 10-12 goods, oil and filter change
3:45-4:45 Open 9-12. Call 441-9767.
Daylight savings time | CERT Training 6-9 Located at 1024 North 32ng
begins. Street, FS
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Food Giveaway 10-12 7 All grade’s Food Giveaway 10-12 | Food Giveaway 1-3
3:45-4:45 bie Study o
CERT Training 6-9 St. Patrick’s Day
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Food giveaway 10-12 | Popcorn & Movie Food Giveaway 10-12 | Food Giveaway 1-3
Computer Class 3-4 | @ 12 Spring Craft @11  |Adult Bingo 1:30
ESL class 4-5
FREE Hair Cuts Computer treasure
CERT Training 6-9 6-8 hunt @ 1
SPRING BREAK
29 30 31 1 Allgrade’s 2 3 4
Food giveaway 10-12 homework helg Food Giveaway 10-12 | Food Giveaway 1-3
Computer Class 3-4 ) ) Adult Bingo 1:30
ESL class 4-5 3:45-4:45
CERT Training 6-9
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Food Giveaway 10-12 Food Giveaway 10-12 | Food Giveaway 1-3 | Single Parent Outreach Ser
Computer Class 3-4 All grades Adult Bingo 1:30 vices —Free haircuts, paper
ESL class 4-5 homework help %OOdséoi'za”g f'l'ltizihg;‘gf
pen 9-12. Cal - .
3:45-4:45

CERT Training 6-9

Easter Egg Hunt
@ 11

Located at 1024 North 32ng
Street, FS

r
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FREE Easter Hair Cuts

We are offering FREE Hair cuts to the residents
On Tuesday, March 24th from 6-8
Watch for a reminder flyer.

Make Your Voice Count!

Join us Tuesday, March 10th at 10 AM at the Caomty Center to  We need your input as to what you think or wyai would like to
discuss the future of the VBHA. We will discuss wttge needs of the see done here to help better our community. If ga not make it to
Housing Authority are and how we can accomplists¢hoeeds. All the meeting, please fill out this form and takedoitthe Community
suggestions will be taken into consideration byHExecutive Director Center or to the Main Office. Let's all get invotyeand make our
to improve the Housing Authority based on high ptyo These will be voices count!
improvements that hopefully will be done within thext five years.

S
v
|
|

5 Year Plan Suggestion Form:

I You can remain anonymous, it will not effect the@sideration of your suggestion.

Name: Address:

My Suggestion(s):




Van Buren Housing Community News-March, 2009 Page 7

#
$ % & ' (
ymox o
% + , -
+ . & /

Caught On Film At VBHA.....Residents And Special Yass..........

Top Left: Robby Cockrell, Wess Yardell and Henrjpdson, all from the VB School District IT Departmieewiring for the internet to get the
new computers up and running. Middle: Henry and $\Mepacking the computers. Top Right: Henry settipghe new systems. Bottom Left:

Children enjoying the new computer lab during AfSahool Fun. Middle: Tammie & Gema blowing up Vdiee balloons. Last: Leah King
picking up her order and ordering more.

Bottom Row, Left: Cert Class. Second Picture: Wom@&ible Study, Soul Talk-Self Talk. Third Pictui@ob Akins and Lara Easter loading up
Valentine deliveries to take to schools. Last: AdegQarr Helping during the Valentine deliveriesrus
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Now taking applications City of Van Buren
Housing Authority
1701 Chestnut Street, Van Buren, Arkansas 72956
Phone: 479-474-6901
FAX 479-474-7084
www.vbha.org
Email: vbha@vbha.org

1, 2, 3, and 4 bedroom units

All units have central heating and air conditioning

Elderly and family units

Community center available for resident use

Washer and dryer connections in all units

Nearby to shopping, hospital, and downtown area

Resident programs include, GED classes, food giveaw homework help,
social clubs, weekly bingo, ESL classes, andgouter lab.

Puzzled by the tax laws or which credits and dadaostto take? Need assistance with your tax regurn
just have a question? If so you may want to visit\mlunteer VITA site. Trained volunteers can hgb with special cred-
its such as Earned Income Tax Credit, Child TaxdEr€redits for the Elderly, Recovery Rebate Cradd many others. In
addition to FREE Tax Return Preparation, we wilrile your state and federal tax return. Individuakst have their refunds
Direct Deposited will get their money in as soor2 & weeks.

Who can we help? Anyone that has low to moderatente (generally, $43,000 and below). If your retisraomplex, you
may have to make an appointment at a different@ffi

What do you need to bring to your tax appointmEnsiof of ID, Social Security cards for everyoneyonr tax return, Birth
Dates of everyone, Wage and Earning Statementsebitand Dividends Statements from banks, Copgsbfyears tax re-
turn, Bank Routing Number and Account Number if yeant Direct Deposit, total paid for Child Care.

Site Name: Van Buren Housing Authority Communityn€es
Location: 218 South 17th Street

At This Time By Appointment Only 471-0438

Please Watch Your Children! We have had many proble the past with children playing in the flower
beds at the Community Center. We have a Bee iHsidé the center and they are able to go in and qut
It upsets me that the children have once agairk Stoimething inside the Bee Hive tubing.
o‘g We are not responsible for any bee stings or ieguais it is posted. &,
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