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Van Buren, Arkansas                        November, 2008     

www.vbha.org 
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479-474-6901 
FAX  
479-474-7084 
vbha@vbha.org 
  
Patricia Free,  
Exe. Director 
Patty Pottridge, 
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Patricia Zapata, 
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Mary Pennington, 
Admin. Assistant  
Paula Wiley, 
Ozark Housing Mgr. 
 
Community 
Center 
218 S. 17th St. 
479-471-0438 
vbhacc@vbha.org 
Tammie Locklear, 
Resident Coordinator 
Gema Grana. 
 
Maintenance 
Ross Robinson, 
Maintenance Foreman 

Jonathan Ray 
Jodi Cowan 
Pat Bowling 
Jesse Pottridge 
Charles Evans 
Eric Rice 
 
Board of Directors 
Bernie Manard 
Linda Walker  
Ken Kilgore 
Jackie Riley 
 
Editor  
Tammie Locklear 

A Word From Our Executive Director 
Dear Residents: 
   I hope that every-
one is enjoying the 
season change as 
much as I am. No-
vember is the month 
of Thanksgiving. 
What a great holiday! 
We as Americans 
have so much to be 
thankful for and yet 
we take so much for 
granted.  I come from 
a very large family 
and we all gather to-
gether on Thanksgiv-
ing at my mother’s 
house. At dinner we 
like to go around the 
table and tell at least 
one thing that we are 
thankful for and it 
never fails that the 
things we mention 
always turn out to be 
things we take for 
granted.  
   I know of one thing 

that I am thankful for 
and would like to 
take this opportunity 
to say it. To all the 
Veterans or active 
Military out there-  
“Thank You for all 
the sacrifice you have 
made for my freedom 
and for all the free-
dom of our country, 
may God Bless You 
All”. Remember, 
November 11th is 
Veterans Day and I 
hope everyone will 
take time to person-
ally thank a Veteran 
or active Military 
Personnel for their 
sacrifice. 
   Construction is un-
der way on the new 
roofs and hopefully 
soon we will get 
started on the siding 
and gutters. Please 
remember to keep 

your children out of 
the construction ar-
eas. 
   We have had a 
great response to the 
advice given in last 
month’s newsletter. I 
would like to thank 
everyone that called 
in to report work or-
der items, to ask 
about whether they 
were up to date on 
their pet require-
ments or just report-
ing about someone 
having boarders liv-
ing in their homes. 
As tax payers or as 
someone who does 
follow all the rules 
we should be willing 
to report this type of 
fraud. 
   We had several 
phone calls asking 
about visitors. The 
VBHA Policy is that 

you are allowed to 
have a visitor at your 
apartment for 14 days 
each year. The part 
that keeps getting 
misinterpreted is 
“Exactly what consti-
tutes a Visitor”? A 
Visitor  is someone 
who has a place of 
residence and can 
prove it, whether 
they live here locally 
or out of town. A 
Boarder is someone 
who does not have a 
place of residence-
meaning they have 
no where else to go. 
It is also your respon-
sibility as the resident 
to report to the office 
any visitors that you 
do have.   
   I hope that every-
one took advantage 
of the free “Git Rid” 
day that the Mainte-

nance Dept set up for 
this last month. Ross 
tells me that they 
took 3 large loads of 
stuff to the Landfill. 
   Jackie Riley with 
the Resident Council 
told me that the Ga-
rage Sale was a big 
success. Congratula-
tions! The money 
from it will be used 
to help buy stuff for 
the Annual Christmas 
Bag Giveaway and 
for The Good Grade 
Club. Both of which 
are a great cause. 
   My wish for every-
one this month is that 
you will SLOW 
DOWN and enjoy 
your family and have 
a “Happy Thanksgiv-
ing”. 
Sincerely,  
Patricia Free 

A Word From Our Housing Manager 
   The weather is 
really changing and it 
is starting to get cold 
outside. You need to 
remember to keep 
your gas connected. 
Local utility compa-
nies contact me when 
a resident’s utilities 

have been discon-
nected. Section IV, 
paragraph (I) of your 
lease states you agree 
to enter into contract 
with the local utility 
companies. Your 
lease will be termi-
nated for any utilities 

not connected.  
   I also need to stress 
the importance of 
tenants turning in 
their income infor-
mation. You have 10 
days to report a dif-
ference in income or 
family composition. I 

have access to a 
HUD website that 
tracks tenant’s in-
come for all Housing 
Authorities.  It is our 
responsibility to 
come to the office 
and turn this informa-
tion in. 

   Let’s take every 
step possible to make 
our Housing Author-
ity a very safe and 
clean place to live. 
Let’s all do our part. 
Sincerely, 
Patty Pottridge  

A Word From Our Maintenance Staff 
   Hey Yall’ Its 
getting colder and 
time to kick up the 
heaters and once 
again, if you put your 
heaters around 70°, 
you will save money 

on your gas bill. We 
need to make sure 
that your water hoses 
are disconnected and 
put in your sheds 
along with any 
unused toy’s, etc.  

This will also help 
when Tammie’s 
secret judge is  
looking for the 
winner of the yard of 
the month. Winners 
receive a $25.00 gift 

certificate from Wal-
Mart.  Good Luck!   
   You might have 
noticed “Too Tall” 
Eric Rice your new 
maintenance man.  If 
you see him around, 

give him a warm 
welcome. 
Thanks,  
Ross &  
Maintenance Staff     
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Help the lady through the cooked turkey shaped maze to get the turkey 

to the dinner table. 
Some letters of the alphabet are missing 
from the circle. Can you use the missing 

letters to find something to eat?
______________________ 
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S I G N I T A E R E V O P G X 

P I L G R I M S T E E N U A S 

R E B M E V O N I A X T M T Y 

Y O Y A N E A B U O U N P H T 

A P L Y M O U T H R O C K E I 

D F I F U L U S T H A R I R V 

I E M L S M T E W U A S N I B 

L C A O N E L V E B R R P N O 

O A F W T E D R W I T K I G U 

H H A E T E T A R B E L E C N 

F O U R T H T H U R S D A Y T 

H A N K S G G N I F F U T S I 

G N I V I G S K N A H T I V F 

D I N N E R D N E K E E W I U 

N G F E I N D I A N S A S T L 

AUTUMN 
BOUNTIFUL 
CELEBRATE 
DINNER 
FAMILY 
FOURTH THURSDAY 
GATHERING 
HARVEST 
HOLIDAY 
INDIANS 

MAYFLOWER 
NOVEMBER 
OVEREATING 
PILGRIMS 
PLYMOUTH ROCK 
PUMPKIN PIE 
STUFFING 
THANKSGIVING 
TURKEY 
WEEKEND 

Tic Tac Toe 

___________ Won 1st game 
___________ Won 2nd Game 
___________ Won 3rd game 
___________ Won 4th game 
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Community Service Requirements 
     Adult residents who reside at 
Van Buren Housing Authority are 
required to perform community 
service, as set forth by a Congres-
sional Mandate.  The Van Buren 
Housing Authority adopted the 
resolution on September 21, 
1999, which is part of the Quality 
Housing and Work Responsibility 
Act of 1998. 
     Adults are defined as those 18 
and older and exemptions to the 

community service requirement 
are only made if the individual is 
disabled, is over 62 years of age, 
works 30 hours or more per week, 
or is a full-time student.  Docu-
mentation is required to become 
exempt and an individual can be 
exempt and then go back on com-
munity service, if their situation 
warrants it. 
     Community service hours can 
be performed with a certified 

non-profit organization within the 
state, and cannot be done for an 
individual or a for profit business.  
A list of potential places where 
community service can be per-
formed is available at the main 
office or at the community center. 
     Non-compliance is grounds for 
eviction and every adult member 
must be in compliance BEFORE 
a new lease can be signed.  Re-
certifications occur every March, 

April, and May.  A certificate of 
community service compliance is 
issued if hours are current and are 
not delinquent.   
     If you are in need of commu-
nity service hours, please contact 
Tammie at 471-0438 and make 
arrangements to bring your hours 
current. We always need help at 
the Community Center, or you 
can find you a place to serve.  

     We would like to take this time 
to thank everyone that donated to 
our Yard Sale Fundraiser.  We 
had many donations from people 
and businesses in the community.  
These donations helped us raise 
$500.00 to help with our Christ-
mas Food Bags and The Good 
Grade Club Fund.  We hope to 
begin a new fundraiser in the near 
future.  Please watch for bulletins 
announcing them. 

     Resident Council has had two 
members resign and we need to 
fill their seats.  If you, or someone 
that you know would like to be on 
Resident Council, please contact 
Tammie or Jackie at the commu-
nity center.  We will not be hav-
ing a vote, the remaining Council 
Members will contact the chosen 
two people chosen on or before 
Friday November 28th. 
     We are planning to have Free 

Haircuts in November.  Watch for 
a flyer to let you know the date 
and time.  Please remember to 
have your hair washed and 
combed out.  The stylists donate 
there time to us after working a 
full day, so we want to make it as 
easy as possible for them. 
    We hope you have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving. 
Sincerely,  
Resident Council. 

A Word from Resident Council 

     Thanksgiving is a day to re-
flect on all that we are thankful 
for, enjoy seasonal treats and 
spend time with loved ones.  Al-
though it may not be on  the top 
of your mind, focusing on safety 
can keep a happy holiday from 
taking a tragic turn.  The Ameri-
can Red Cross offers simple sug-
gestions to ensure you have a safe 
holiday. 
     Everyone is familiar with the 

traditional meal of turkey, stuff-
ing and all of the trimmings for 
Thanksgiving.  The kitchen is 
bound to heat up after a full day 
of cooking, so be sure to keep 
children away from ovens and 
stovetops as well as hot pots, pans 
and casseroles.  If cooking in 
your home is a family affair, al-
ways supervise young helpers and 
keep sharp objects and hot pan 
handles out of their reach. 

     Choking is another prevalent 
hazard at Thanksgiving.  Appetiz-
ers, including those containing 
relish, raw vegetables, olives, 
grapes, nuts and cheese cubes, 
can be dangerous for young chil-
dren who may not be able to 
chew them adequately.  Keep 
these nibblers out of their reach, 
unless supervised by an adult, to 
prevent choking. 
     Because a main cause of chok-

ing is poorly chewed food, be 
sure to take your time and chew 
every bite thoroughly.  Bite-sized 
foods not chewed properly is a 
hazard for adults as well as chil-
dren.  When sitting children at the 
kiddy table, make sure that their 
food is cut into small chewable 
pieces in order to prevent chok-
ing.   Keep a close eye on them 
and remind them to chew their 
food thoroughly. 

VBHA Resident Council  has 
some Computer  Motherboards, 
Processors, Modems and Sound 
Cards that were left over from 
the Yard Sale.  Anyone wishing 
to purchase any or all of them 
they can call Tammie at the 
Community Center 471-0438. 
Motherboards with Processor 
$15.00, Motherboards NO Proc-
essor $10.00, Modems & Sound 
Cards $ 5.00 each. 

For Sale 

Thanksgiving Safety Tips 

In this months newspaper 
we have hidden a nail if 
you find it come to the 
community center to have 
your name put into a draw-

ing for a gift basket. You can 
come to the center to see the 

gift    basket. 
Drawing will be held  Nov. 26th 

@ noon 

Serving our community for 38 
years.  
Clinic-We are open on the 1st, 
2nd, 3rd and 4th Wednesday of 
every month, except major holi-
days. Our physician is Dr. 
Gossett. Clinic times are from 2 
to 5:30 pm. This is the only time 
the doctor is available.  
Office Hours-We are open from 
8 to 4 every Tuesday and Thurs-

day to assist you in completing 
paperwork to receive Family 
Planning services. Keep in mind 
the doctor is only in during cer-
tain days and times.  
Services-We offer multiple ser-
vices to women & teens. We do 
not support abortions. 
Charges-The costs for clinic ser-
vices are based upon income and 
family size. We use a Sliding Fee 

Scale issued by the Arkansas 
State Dept of Health. We accept 
Medicaid and ARKids coverage, 
with a valid Medicaid number, 
services are free. We offer a    
unwed teen pregnancy prevention 
services.  
For more information: 
601 Broadway, Van Buren 
Phone 479-474-9351 
Fax 479-474-9379 

Women’s Wellness Clinic 
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November 1st 
Farris Crawford 

David Bounthavalang 
Dante Willhite 

 
November  2nd 

Kayla Jones 
 

November 3rd 
Greg Beaty 

 
November  5th 

Jacob Lenik 
Lien Phan 

Margaret Rouw 
 

November  7th 
Phebe Loarca 

Aubrey Marsocci 
Barbie Owens 

 
November  8th 

Jason Boje 
  

November  9th 
Austin Burcham 

 
November  10th 
Deborah Riley 

 
November 11th 

Bob Akins  
Marilyn Muchmore 

Delma Sarinana 
Kristie Taylor 

 
November  12th 

Emily Goff 
Legend Gordon 
Alyssa Marsocci 

 
November 13th 
George Hight 

 
November 14th 

Dora Akins 
Heaven Hewitt 

 
November 15th 

Jessica VanNostrand 
 
 

November  16th 
Donald Phillips II 

 
November 19th 

Bethany Richardson 
Maxx Roberts 

 
November  20th 

Ruth Reed 
 

November  21st 
Lenora Dodson 

 
November  22nd 

Haleigh Fry 
Dustin Oxford 
Linda Powers 

 
November  23rd 
Audrey Bowling 

Freda Hines 
 

November  26th 
Tabitha Fant 

 
November 28th  

Maria Trejo 
 

November  29th  
Danielle Foster 

 
November  30th 

Franchesca Wallace 
Keri Garrett 

Richard McDonnor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Happiest of birthdays to 
each of our  
residents! 

 
 

Go to 
www.famousbirthdays.com 
to see what famous person 
shares your birthday, a very 

interesting website!!!! 

Happy Birthday to You, Happy Birthday to You, Happy Birthday Dear... 

A summary of each of the events on the next page is as follows: 
· Food Giveaway– Available to residents on a first come-first serve 

basis. In addition to bread and pastries, other food items are fre-
quently available. Open Mondays and Thursdays 10 am until noon 
and Fridays 1 pm until 3 pm. Counts as Community Service hours. 

· BINGO-Open to adult residents to come and join your neighbors 
for FREE bingo. Prizes awarded. Counts as Community Service 
hours when you call out the numbers. 

· Resident Council Meetings are open to all residents. Come and 
get involved with your community. We discuss and plan events and 
activities for the month. Counts as Community Service hours. 

· Computer Classes  are available to residents who want to learn or 
improve their computer skills. Counts as Community Service 
hours. 

· JOY Club– Just Older Youth is a social club for residents. Differ-
ent speakers come every month. Residents bring a dish to share a 
potluck lunch. Counts as Community Service hours. 

· Literacy Council and Pre-GED-Residents wanting to enroll in 

Pre-GED classes can come to the VBHA Community Center to get  
started in obtaining your GED. Counts as Community Service 
hours. 

· Card Game or Domino's– Come to the community center on the 
set day’s to play cards or dominos with your friends and neighbors. 
It is a good way to get out of the house and meet new people. If we 
can get enough residents interested, we will have a competition.  

· Teen MANIA– youth leadership program. 
· Homework Help–  If you need help with your homework, come 

and see us. K thru 4th grades every Monday 3:45 to 4:45 and 
grades 5th thru 12th is every Wed. 3:45 to 4:45 

· Mother MANIA – a place where mothers can get together and talk 
about our challenges and share ideas. It’s always nice to talk to talk 
with someone who can relate to what your dealing with. 

 

Fall Calendar Brings Exciting Classes and Opportunities   
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1 
 

2 3 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
 
Computer Class 4-6 
 

K-4 grade homework 
help 3:45-4:45  

4  
�
�����������
�

5 
5-12 grade home-
work help        
3:45-4:45 

6                                   
Food Giveaway 10-12 
 
 
Kid’s Fun Day 3:30-4 

 
 

7 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 
 

Mother MANIA @ 11 

 

8   Single Parent Outreach 
Services –Free haircuts, 
paper goods, oil and filter 
change,   Open 9-12.  Call 
441-9767.  Located at 1024 
North 32nd Street, FS 
            

 Teen MANIA @1:00          

9 
Multiple Sclerosis  
Meeting  2:00 
 
 

 

10 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
Computer Class 4-6 
 
K-4 grade homework 
help 3:45-4:45  

11 
Closed for          
Veterans Day��

12 
5-12 grade home-
work help        
3:45-4:45 

13 
 
Food Giveaway 10-12  
 
Kid’s Fun Day 3:30-4 
 

14 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 
 
 

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Food giveaway 10-12 
Computer class 4-6 
K-4 grade homework 
help 3:45-4:45  
 
 

18 
Resident Council 
meeting 6 
 

19   5-12 grade 
homework help        
3:45-4:45 

20 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
 
 

21 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 

 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 
Food giveaway 10-12 
Computer class 4-6 
 

25 

Popcorn and a movie  
noon 
 

26   Drawing @ 
noon for gift 
basket 

 
Kid’s Fun Day 3:30-4 

27 
Closed for            
Thanksgiving Day 
 
 
 

28 
Closed for            
Thanksgiving  

 
 

29 
 

 

30 
 

1 
Food Giveaway 10-12 
Computer Class 4-6 
 
K-4 grade homework 
help 3:45-4:45  

2 
 

3 

5-12 grade home-
work help        
3:45-4:45 

4 
Food Giveaway 10-12 

 
Kid’s Fun Day 3:30-4 
 
 
 

5 
Food Giveaway 1-3 
Adult Bingo 1:30 
 

 
 

6 
Single Parent Outreach 
Services –Free haircuts, 
paper goods, oil and filter 
change,   Open 9-12.  Call 
441-9767.  Located at 1024 
North 32nd Street, FS 

               Tammie and Gema out of town-Little Rock-VITA training 

                                   NO School this week!  
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     Veterans Day originally was 
held every November 11th, and 
though it typically falls on this 
day, officially the holiday is now 
observed on the weekday that 
falls closest to November 11th 
every year.  It was first incorpo-
rated by President Wilson as Ar-
mistice Day in 1919.  Other coun-
tries today also still recognize 
November 11th as Armistice Day 
or Remembrance Day in honor of 
the Armistice treaty which ended 
WWI. 

     It was 1938 that Armistice 
Day was enacted as an official 
American Holiday.   But eventu-
ally after WWII, citizens felt that 
the veterans of all wars should be 
recognized, not just those of 
WWI.  So in 1954 Congress 
changed the name from Armistice 
Day to Veterans Day.   
    Once again, Willie Dart has 
received another Certificate Of 
Appreciation and given another 
Army Lapel Pin, to symbolize the 
partnership between Our Army, 

it’s Soldiers, their families and 
Veterans– A partnership as old as 
the Nation itself.  
    As today’s soldiers serve, the 
traditions and legacy passed on 
by Veterans in previous conflicts 
sustain them so they can do what 
must be done to protect freedoms. 
Our Army, Navy, Marines ect… 
would not be the best in the world 
without the service of it’s Veter-
ans who continue to provide sup-
port and exhibit patriotism. To-
day’s war puts many of our loved 

ones in harms way as they Fight 
The Global War on Terrorism, a 
war that we must win. Lets show 
our support and have the biggest 
turn out for our Veterans Day Pa-
rade on November 11th, Down-
town Van Buren. 

About Veterans Day and One Of Our Very Own Local Hero’s 

What Were We Up To Last Month? 

The Top Row: Head Start came to the VBHA Community Center to see the frogs, tadpoles, bees, turtles and to play on the play ground! The  
Bottom Row: The big yard sale that Resident Council had to raise money for Christmas and the Good Grade Club!  

Bottom Left: Rebecca Sumners getting great deals and helping a good cause. Next: is Ly Lim pushing her son in the stroller and Sadie Goff     
volunteering by keeping the toys separated. Then we have a purse that was purchased to carry 2 cute puppies. Bottom Right: Tammie taking a 
break reading to Dora, daughter of Frankie and Bob Akins. 
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Caught On Film At VBHA…..Residents And Special Visitors………. 

Top Left: Saundra Small with her new pet Tarantula, Second Picture is Thelma Boitel holding up her High School diploma. Congratulation’s 
Thelma, we are proud of YOU! Next Two Pictures: Roofers hard at work, roofing the apartments on South 17th street. Pictured Top Last: Do 
you recognize the Mary Alien?  ���� ����	�
� ������ 
�����	����� Pictured Bottom Left: Tammie is walking in her next 2 victims; 
Middle: Kori Wilkinson jumps out of the dog house; Last: Destiny Preciado looms in the dark cave to grab you 

Bottom Row: Daisy Preciado sits in the jail waiting quietly to scare you silly; Middle: Quentel Knox, Metzy Aguirre, Ramon Silva, Artura Silva, 
and B.B; Pictured Last: the witches table.  
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Now taking applications….. 
City of Van Buren 
Housing Authority 

1701 Chestnut Street, Van  Buren, Arkansas 72956 
Phone:  479-474-6901   

FAX 479-474-7084 
www.vbha.org   

Email:  vbha@vbha.org 
1, 2, 3, and 4 bedroom units  

· All units have central heating and air conditioning 
· Elderly and family units 
· Community center available for resident use 
· Washer and dryer connections in all units 
· Nearby to shopping, hospital, and downtown area 
· Resident programs include Neighborhood Watch, GED classes, food giveaway,  
    parenting classes, social clubs, weekly bingo, ESL classes, and computer lab. 

Van Buren Housing Authority 
Resident Suggestion Form 

 
To:  VBHA Staff/Board 
Name:________________________________ Address:_____________________________ 
You do NOT have to provide name/address if you do not want to, in order for your sug-
gestion to be considered.  
 
Suggestion and/or comment:___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
A box is located at the community center for drop off or you can drop it off  or mail it to the main office.  

What are you 
 
 

For this year??? 


